UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION Vi
801 NORTH 5TH STREET
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66107

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:  Final Quality Assurance Project Plan for Ecological and Water Resources
Assessment Project (EWRAP), Task 3: Implementation of Use Attainability
Analyses (UAA) on Recreational Water Uses — Approved with Comment

FROM: Diane Harris”
Regional Quality Assurance Manager
ENSV/DISO

TO: Bonnie Liscek

EPA Project Officer
WWPD/W(QGMB

The review of the subject document has been completed according to “EPA Requirements
for Quality Assurance Project Plans for Environmental Data Operations,” EPA QA/R-5 March
2001. The document was also reviewed against the critical comments listed in the original QA
review memo dated 02/03/05.

Based on the comments below, the document is approved with comment. Although the
document satisfactorily addresses most of the key issues and complies with R-5, minor issues
were noted. These issues should not have a direct impact on the quality of the resulting data, but
are noteworthy of pointing out for the record. The comments also summarize our discussion on
03/04/05 clarifying the responses to the original QA review memo dated 02/03/05.

Comments

1. § A7.2: Quality Objectives and Criteria for Measurement Data, page 13. The section on
accuracy refers to the fact that it is expected evidence of recreational use will be “obvious.”
As you explained, “obvious” for this project is defined as anyone on or in the water at the
time of the assessment.

o

§ B1: Sampling Process Design, page 17.

a) The original QA review memo asked if bacterial data will be included in these UAAs. As
vou indicated, bacterial data will not be collected.
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b) The original OA review memo asked for clarification on determining the average depth.

As you indicated. the procedures in the MDNR UAA protocol will be followed for this
measurement,

¢) The original QA review memo included a comment regarding how the personnel
interviews will be conducted and to clarify if they are optional or required. As vou
explained, the interviews will be conducted if the opportunity presents itself during the
UAAs and MDNR simply needs to have the questions and the answers documented at the
time of the interviews: developing the questions beforehand is not appropriate for this
project.

§ BS: Quality Control, page 21. This section of the revised QAPP states that the flow meter
is the only instrument needing calibration. However, section B7 appears to also refer to
calibration for the GPS unit. Use of a GPS unit typically involves some type of calibration
and this apparent inconsistency between section B3 and B7 regarding the calibration of the
GP* unit should be addressec

on and Validation

o time crare
Oing stalg

and EPA 1f necessary.”

Y. ASVou ex
acceptable for this project.

If you have any questions. please contact me at x7258.

R7QAO Document Number: 2005049
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A3 — Distribution List

Table 1 presents a list of the peo

plan revisions, and any amendments.

Table 1. QA Project Plan Distribution List

ple who will receive the approved QA project plan, QA project

Name Project Role Organization Telep hon.e Number
and e-mail address
. Environmental (660) 273-9903
Randy C. Asbury Project Manager Resources Coalition randy(@erc-env.org
. Environmental (573) 634-7078
Robert R. Bacon | Project QA Manager Resources Coalition bob@erc-env.org
. Environmental (573) 999-9215
Abby Welshmeyer Field Manager Resources Coalition abby(@erc-env.org
Stacia Bax Project Officer / Missouri Department (573) 751-6623
QA Officer of Natural Resources stacia.bax(@dnr.mo.cov
. U.S. Environmental (913) 551-7609
Royan Teter Project Officer Protection Agency teter. rovan(@epa.gov
) ) U.S. Environmental (913) 551-7258
Diane Harris QA Officer Protection Agency harris.dianee@epa.gov
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A4 — Project / Task Organization

Task three (Implementation of Use Attainability Analysis on Recreational Water Uses) of the
Ecological and Water Resources Assessment Project (EWRAP) will be completed by the
Environmental Resources Coalition (ERC). Randy Asbury, ERC’s Program Director, will be the
Project Manager for ERC. The Project Manager will be responsible for coordinating all project
activities. The Project Manager will manage all project administrative, stakeholder coordination
and facilitation efforts, and be responsible for the project budget. The Project Manager is also
ultimately responsible for this project.

Technical operations and quality assurance will be managed by ERC’s Director of Aquatic
Services (Robert Bacon). Robert Bacon will serve as the Project QA Manager for ERC. He will
be responsible for developing the QA project plan ensuring that the technical aspects of the
project are carried out in accordance with the QA project plan, and that the deliverables meets
the quality objectives of the project. At the end of the project the Project QA Manager will
review the results of the QA checks and verify that the procedures of this QA project plan were
completed. The Project QA Manager will be responsible for notifying the Project Manager of
any deviations from the procedures in the QA project plan.

The ERC will conduct all of the fieldwork on this task. The fieldwork will be managed by Abby
Welshmeyer as the Field Manager and will be closely coordinated with the Project QA Manager.
The Field Manager will report any problems or concerns to the Project QA Manager
immediately. Seamless communication between the Field Manager and the Project QA Manager
1s important to insure that the project is carried out with consistency and in accordance with the
QA project plan.

This task of EWRAP is funded by an appropriation earmark through a grant administered by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and is being accomplished to assist the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the development and implementation of new water
quality standards through the collection of information. The development of water quality
standards by the State of Missouri is required by the federal Clean Water Act and implementing
federal regulations. The State of Missouri has incorporated the Clean Water Act requirements
into Missouri’s statutes and regulations. The Use Attainability Analysis (UAA) is one aspect of
this program. The State of Missouri, at its discretion, establishes and modifies Missouri’s water
quality standards, following the requirements in Missouri’s statutes and regulations. The EPA
reviews and approves or disapproves Missouri’s water quality standards and modifications to
Missouri’s water quality standards. Missouri allows interested parties to conduct field work and
prepare reports for Missouri to use at Missouri’s discretion for the purpose of modifying
Missouri’s water quality standards. To facilitate public participation in the recreational UAA
process, the State of Missouri has made available to the public its protocol for recreational UAA
field procedures, so that the public may collect and compile data and other information needed
by the State of Missouri for UAA development. This Quality Assurance Project Plan addresses
the field work and resulting reports intended to be used by the State of Missouri for use
attainability analysis of recreational water use in Missouri. To accomplish this task and to
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provide a high quality product, close coordination of any public involvement with both MDNR
and EPA is imperative. Throughout the duration of this task ERC intends to complete at least 20
UAAs on classified streams (Table 5) and intends to provide completed field observation reports
to MDNR and EPA. The number of UAA field observations was held at 20 water bodies
because of time constraints due to other project tasks. At least 20 UAA field observations must
be completed to meet project objectives. If any of the selected sites can not be analyzed, then
alternative water bodies may be selected from Table 5.

The Project Manager with EPA’s approval will decide if additional sites will be analyzed as time
allows. As warranted at some point during the project, the Project Manager will submit one or
more of the following reports: summary of field results and suggested recommendations for
water body specific UAA designations by Missouri, modifications to the approved UAA ficld
observations and reporting protocol, and modifications to Missouri’s UAA decision making
procedures, all based on field experience and stakeholder mput.
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AS — Problem Definition / Background

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) is charged to develop, implement and
regulate Missouri’s water quality standards. However, in a letter sent to the MDNR in
September of 2000, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7 officially
disapproved several provisions within Missouri’s water quality standards. To comply with
federal mandates, the Missouri Clean Water Commission is faced with promulgating several rule
changes that may affect how both point and non-point sources are managed. One of the changes
is related to use attainability analyses on recreational water uses.

The Environmental Resources Coalition (ERC) proposes to aid in the implementation of these
new standards through the collection of information on selected classified waterbodies following
the MDNR recreational use attainability analysis (UAA) protocol. During this process additional
stakeholder input will be solicited regarding the MDNR UAA protocol and each of Missouri’s
completed UAAs. The completion of this task is intended to provide field observation reports
that the State of Missouri may use to create completed UAAs which MDNR will submit to EPA
for review and approval or disapproval. If warranted, an additional technical report will be
created and provided to MDNR and EPA suggesting modifications or clarifications to Missouri’s
recreational UAA protocol.

A6 — Project / Task Description
This project has eight main tasks:

1. Prepare a QA Project Plan

This document, a QA project plan, was prepared by the Project QA Manager at ERC.,
This QA project plan when signed is approved by both Missouri Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7. All
people on the QA project plan distribution list (Table 1) will receive the approved QA
project plan and any revisions and amendments.

2. Training and Coordination on UAA piotocol

The Project Manager and the Project QA Manager will set up several meetings with
MDNR to ensure that data will be collected and recorded in accordance with approved
MDNR UAA protocol and satisfying the requirements in Missouri’s statutes and
implementing regulations. The training of field staff will be in accordance with this QA
project plan and will be completed before fieldwork begins.

























































